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VALLEY VIEW»

LOCAL & STATE
MIKE TRIPP/THE NEWS LEADER

VWIL cadets wait for the order to form companies before the start of a flag lowering ceremony at Mary Baldwin College on Nov. 7. If you have a
wide format photo of the area you'd like to share in Valley View, contact chief photographer Mike Tripp at mtripp@newsleader.com.

LYNCHBURG — The
joke goes something
like this: Amanwins the
lottery. When asked
what he will do with the
money, he says he will
continue running his
winery until the cash
soon runs out.

So if running a win-
ery is so expensive and
hard, why would a neu-
rologist from England
sell his two homes and
practice to move to Nel-
son County and open a
vineyard?

“We had always
dreamed of owning a
vineyard sowegot rid of
it all in one year and
moved,” Andrew Hod-
son, owner of Veritas
Vineyard and Winery in
Afton said. “Don’t be

afraid to take risks and
go beyond your comfort
levels.”

Born in Devonshire
in southwest England,
Hodson said the area he
grew up in is similar to

Nelson’s terrain. He
went to medical school
there and found himself
in America interning at
the Children’s Hospital
of Philadelphia.

Hodson and his wife,

Patricia moved to North
Carolina where hewas a
doctor at Duke Univer-
sity Hospital for five
years before moving to
Jacksonville, Florida to
become an associate

professor of neurology
and Pediatrics at the
University of Florida.
There, the couple had
three children: Emily,
George and Chloe.

But in 1998, Hodson
heard of a place in Vir-
ginia called Nelson that
was known for wine
making. He visited a
farm for sale named
Saddleback and pur-
chased it next year. He
startedworking thewin-
ery in 2000.

“I had a personal hob-
by in wine,” he said. “I
loved collecting wines.”

The transition from
neurologist to winery
owner was no easy task.
Hodson said there are
times when the weather
is bad and things don’t
seem to be going right,
he thinks of the days
when he could go to the
hospital and be assured
of income security.

“When I got here, I

Winery dream come true for Afton doctor
Neurologist finds
happiness in
his vineyard
The News & Advance

AP

Andrew Hodson, solid his neurology practice to become the owner of Veritas, his vineyard
in Afton.

SeeWINERY, Page B3

RAMSEY’S DRAFT — The
Augusta County Sheriff’s
Office has received com-
plaints regarding a police
impersonator that has been
operating on route 250 in
West Augusta near Ram-
sey’s Draft.

The suspect vehicle is
described as a dark SUV,
possibly black.The suspect
is described as awhitemale
with “shaggy” hair and a
pimpled face.

One confirmed “traffic
stop”wasmade inHighland
County, where the imper-
sonator asked to see a driv-
er’s license. Noticing the
supposed officer wasn’t
wearing a police uniform,
the driver became suspi-
cious.

Several other motorists
have reported being chased
from Augusta County into
Highland County by the
suspect vehicle.

The vehicle is said to
have colored flashing lights
on the front and rear.

Augusta County Sher-
iff’s Office spokeswoman
Deputy Felicia Glick cau-
tioned there is little or no
cell phone coverage in the
Ramsey’s Draft area where
the impersonator was re-
ported.

If you have any informa-
tion about the identity of the
suspect or any information
regarding the vehicle
please contact the Augusta
County Sheriff’s Office at
540-245-5333 orCrime Stop-
pers at 800-322-2017.

Police
warn of
fake
cop
Reportedly in
dark SUV
By Patricia Borns
pborns@newsleader.com

U.S. Attorney General
Eric Holder has taken the
death penalty off the table
for four people charged in
thegang-relatedslayingofa
reserve Virginia police offi-
cer.

Federal prosecutors said
Friday that the four co-de-
fendants will instead face

the possibili-
ty of life in
prison for
their alleged
role in the
killing of
Capt. Kevin
Quick.

The four
charged in
May areDan-

iel Lamont Mathis, Shantai
Monique Shelton, Mersa-
dies Lachalle Shelton and
TravisLeonBell, alsoknown
as Kweli Uhuru.

Quick, 45, went missing
the night of Jan. 31 after

Death off
table in
Quick
slaying
Suspects could face
life sentences
Staff, Wire Reports

Quick

See QUICK, Page B6

The Affordable Care Act
marketplace has come a
longway since its wild
and crazy start on
October 1, 2013. From the
debut of the
long-delayed SHOP
marketplace for small
businesses to steeper
penalties for those who
opt out of health
insurance, here are this
year’s highlights of what’s
different and new.

Prices? It depends:
“Overall, most of the
plans from what we’ve
seen have only in-
creased about 5 per-
cent, Easterling says,
but it depends on the
plan you choose. Carri-
ers have reportedly re-
duced monthly premi-
ums on Bronze-level
plans with the highest
deductibles and out of
pocket costs, while sub-
stantially raising
monthly premiums on
their Platinum-level

plans with the lowest
cost-sharing.

Cost/benefit changes
Insurers routinely re-
name their health plans
and reprice andmodify
their benefits. If you
bought one in 2014,
chances are it has
changed.Toget thebest
deal, don’t take your
plan for granted. Shop
for new options every
year.

Subsidies increase
Health plan subsidies
are tied to the cost of
coverage, so with the
slight rise in their cost
comesmore help to pay
for it if your income
qualifies. But if you
bought a plan last year,
you can only get the ex-
tra assist by reapply-
ing. Otherwise you’re
re-enrolled in your cur-
rent plan.

SHOP exchange de-
buts With the many
woes of healthcare.gov
last year, the exchange

for small businesses
went nowhere. But this
year it’s online, and
those businesses can
get a taxcredit byusing
it. SHOP is for employ-
ers with 50 or fewer
full-time employees. If
you have 25 or fewer
earning on average up
to $50,000 a year, the
credit is worth up to 50
percent of your contri-
butiontowardtheirpre-
mium costs if you pay
half the premium.

Virginia is one of a
handful of states where
employers can offer
multipleoptionstotheir
staff through SHOP.

Tax penalties go up if
you’re not coveredwith
some form of health in-
surance or exempt. The
2015penalty is $325 and
$162.50 per child with a
family maximum of
$975, or 2 percent of
your income with

Five things for you
to know for 2015

See TIPS, Page B3

WAYNESBORO — The
big moment finally ar-
rivedSaturday, andPris-
cilla Easterling, a Certi-
fied Application Coun-
selor, fired up her laptop
at the public library,
waiting for the blue and
green healthcare.gov
landing page to appear.

Will it or won’t it
crash? the assister
couldn’t help thinking.

But Easterling, who
works for Enroll Vir-
ginia out of Blue Ridge
Legal Services covering
the Winchester to Lex-
ington region, wasn’t too
worried. At the start of
the Affordable Care
Act’s second enrollment
season, healthcare.gov
was behaving like a dif-
ferent animal compared
with last year, she said.

“They’vemade it a lot
faster and friendlier and
streamlined the applica-
tionprocess,”Easterling
demonstrated some of
the new bells and whis-
tles while waiting for
her appointments to
show. “If someone has
their information ready,
we can complete an ap-
plication in about 30
minutes.”

Easterling’s chal-
lenge isn’t the federally-
run health care website
but reachinga rural pop-
ulation with Internet
coverage that can be hit
or miss, limited time off
work, and a long way to
drive for help enrolling.
Two of her clients Satur-
day were no shows. Like
traveling ministers of
old, she takes to theroad,
meeting people where
theyare to help themget
covered. A few days ago
she traveled “across the
mountain” toPageCoun-
ty to counsel a woman
who had stopped work-
ing because of a disabil-
ity and has had diabetes
since she was 4.

“Shewas indesperate
need of health care,”
Easterling said. The

woman qualified for a
Silver-level plan with a
$435 a month tax credit
and a cost-sharing re-
duction of about 94 per-
cent, she said.

The state received a
$9.3 million federal
grant in October to hire
more than 100 people to
help with enrollment.
Officials also are part-
nering with the Virginia
Community Healthcare
Associationandthestate
network of federally
qualified health centers.
An additional $4.3 mil-
lion federal grant is
funding outreach work
through the Virginia
Poverty Law Center and
a multimedia campaign
being launched this win-
ter.

“Ourgoal is toenroll a
lot more people this
year. said JillHankens, a
staff attorney specializ-
ing in health care at Vir-
ginia Poverty Law who
helps run the enrollment
campaign. The target is
to cover an additional
160,000 Virginians
through A Healthy Vir-
ginia, Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe’s health care plan,
Hankins said.

Federal officials say
roughly 216,350 Vir-
ginians picked health

Slow start on first day

MIKE TRIPP/THE NEWS LEADER

Certified application counsellor Priscilla Easterling with Enroll Virginia talks about the various health care plans available
online through the HealthCare.gov website during an interview in Waynesboro on Saturday.

Few signups
for federal
health care
By Patricia Borns
pborns@newsleader.com

See FEDERAL, Page B3
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540-885-0197

The Meating Place
1070 Middlebrook Road, Staunton,VA

Baked Goods
Fri & Sat

LOCALLY
OWNED &
PROUD!

NOT BUILT
BY THE

GOVERNMENT!

GOODMEAT

Call ahead
orders
gladly

accepted
big or small

we do
em all!

Cardinal
Card

EBT

NO
FILLERS

NO SALT
SOLUTIONS

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri

8:00-6:00
Saturday
8:00-5:00

Whole Boneless Pork Loin 8-10#......................$2.99/lb
Center Cut Bone In Pork Chops ........................$3.59/lb
Our Own Fresh Country Sausage......................$3.69/lb
Baby Back Pork Spare Ribs...............................$4.59/lb
Whole Boneless Top Sirloin 14#awt .................$4.99/lb
Beef Stew Meat .................................................$5.29/lb

(Great for soup or stew)
Beef Chuck Short Ribs.......................................$4.99/lb
Whole Boneless New York Strip (choice) 12-13# ......$6.99/lb
Fresh Ground Chuck ........................ $5.19/lb ��� �����	

Ground Beef Patties .....................................$4.99/lb

YOUR
ONE STOP
LITTLE

COUNTRY
BUTCHER
SHOP

Our Burgers are Square Cuz
We Don't Cut Corners

Fresh Apple Cider, Chesapeak Bay Oysters,
All Assorted Holiday Candy Available

GET YOUR ORDERS PLACED NOW FOR COOKED
HAMS, RAW COUNTRY HAMS, WESTERN HAMS,

1/2 SPIRAL HAMS AND CHESAPEAK BAY OYSTERS

Amish Butter, Local Honey, Apple Butter
NV-0000172040

N
V
-0
00
01
72
86
8

PSYCHIATRIST:

Timothy Kane, M.D.Timothy Kane, M.D.

NURSE PRACTITIONER:

Tina Judge, FNPTina Judge, FNP
Specializing in Psychiatry.

NURSE PRACTITIONER:

Pamela Hevener, NPPamela Hevener, NP

ADDICTION MEDICINE:

Mary McMasters, M.D.Mary McMasters, M.D.

540-688-2646 getbacktoyou.com

Conducted by Jesse Hopkins
Featuring works by Honegger, Finzi,

Hanson, Gawthrop, Whitacre and others
Sunday, November 23, 2014

at 3:00 p.m.
First Baptist Church

301 S. Wayne Avenue, Waynesboro, Virginia

Free Admission • Donations are welcomed

www.scholawaynesboro.org
NV-0000172944

LOCAL

DOWNTOWN SCAVENGERHUNT

MIKE TRIPP/THE NEWS LEADER

Elizabeth Massie and Hilary Jeffers of Waynesboro both spot the martini glass in the design
of the sign for Zynodoa Restaurant. They participate in a visual scavenger hunt hosted by
News Leader chief photographer Mike Tripp in downtown Staunton on Saturday. “We had a
great time! Truly...a lot of fun and educational, too!

plans last year in the new
insurance marketplace
out of the about 392,340
that are eligible to enroll.
Nearly 60 percent of
thoseabout tosignupalso
are eligible for financial
assistancefortheir insur-
ance.

Federal data shows
that many Virginia resi-
dents who have obtained
coverage so far are older,
though about 39 percent
are under age 35. More
than half are women, and
82 percent are getting fi-
nancial help to pay their
monthly premiums.
About 55 percent of those
who selected a plan
through the marketplace
were white, 22 percent

were black, about 18 per-
cent were Asian and
about 3 percent were La-
tino.

Asked what enroll-
ment assisters will be
telling people who worry
the Supreme Court may
overturn subsidies ob-
tained in states like Vir-
ginia that use the federal
marketplace, Hankens
replied, “Wecan’t predict
what the Supreme Court
mightdo in thefuture.We
encourage them to take
advantageof theopportu-
nity today.”

Virginia currently has
close to 400,000 people
whocouldqualify forMe-
dicaid if it were expand-
ed. Of those, roughly half
who are earning 100 per-
cent of the federal pover-
ty level could qualify for
Obamacare with a large
subsidy. Those who qual-
ified but didn’t enroll in a

health plan last year
couldfaceapenaltyat tax
time. (See sidebar.)

Besides first-time
health care shoppers,
navigators and insurance
agents will be helping
peoplerenewtheircover-
age, reconcile their tax
information and, in some
cases, find a health plan
to replace their grandfa-
thered coverage.

Although the Virginia
General Assembly last
week gave carriers the
option to let customers
stay on non-ACA compli-
antplans, theymayseefi-
nancial advantage in
moving people to higher-
priced plans with more
benefits, Hankins said.

The open enrollment
window for marketplace
health plans is Nov. 15 to
Feb. 15.

The Associated Press
contributed to this story.

Continued from Page B1

Federal

was used to people really
listening to me because I
was the big doctor, the
physician, and the farm
handswho camewith the
property would disagree
withme because I had no
real idea about farming,”
he said. “I went from a
very highly paid and se-
cure job to ‘best guess-
ing’ to make this work.”

As for the name, the
word “veritas” is Latin
for truth which was a
prominent theme in the
Hodson household.

It also is part the Har-
vard University motto,
“Veritas Christo,” mean-
ing “In Christ there is
Truth. The previous Sad-
dleback farm owner was
a Harvard graduate and
Hodson began seeing the
word everywhere.

“It fits in with howwe
are howwe like to be,” he
said. “Always tell the
truth. If you do, you nev-
er have to wonder if you
could have said or done
something differently.”

Hodson said he
couldn’t havedoneanyof
this without his wife, Pa-
tricia.

“I’ve been lucky
enough to have a wife
who has loved me all the
way through,” he said.
“.She has the stability to
keep it together. I appre-
ciate that now. When I
was younger, I was so
full of energy and so full
of myself. But where I
am now, I’m very happy
and very lucky.”

Now, Veritas is a fam-
ily-owned business. Emi-
ly is the winemaker,
George is the general
manager and Chloe runs
The Farmhouse, the bed
and breakfast on the
property that was once
Hodson’s family home
before he and his wife
became empty-nesters.

“I’m passionate about

my family,”Hodson said.
“We’ve got a lovely fam-
ily and that’s a huge re-
ward.”

Hodson said he never
regrets leaving Florida
because he has come to
love Nelson and calls it
home.

“Growing the grapes
and seeing themall come
up and having the sense
of creativity and tangi-
bility,” he said. “You can
see what you’re growing
and at the end of the year
you have this bottle of
wine. You put all of your
skills into this product.
It’s much more satisfy-
ing in that regard as
compared to medicine.”

When Hodson could
be playing golf, he con-
tinuously is trying to bet-
ter himself.

Twodaysperweek, he
travels to Washington
D.C. to take a course on
wine and wine produc-
tion.

“I enjoy theprocess of
studying,” he said. “I al-
wayswant tomake it bet-
ter, never stop improv-
ing. I never want to be
satisfied with the way it
is. How can we do it bet-
ter?”

Hodson is the co-chair
of the Nelson County

Community Fund and
holds an “Opportunity
Ball” each year to raise
money for local nonprof-
its.

Healso is on theboard
for the Blue Ridge Med-
ical Center, co-chair of
the safety committee for
University of Virginia
and until recently, he
was on the Medical Cen-
ter Operating Board at
UVa.

After all the risks and
hard work, the family
now is one of biggest
companies in Nelson.

“I know a lot of suc-
cessful people who are
miserable people be-
cause they’re success-
ful,” Hodson said.
“They’re lonely, they’re
on their own, but they’re
successful. They own
tonsof stuff and they live
a very miserable life. I
know a lot of doctors like
that.

“Success is not get-
ting what you want; suc-
cess is wanting what you
get. I want what I’ve got,
therefore I’m success-
ful. I’m not rich. I don’t
drive a Porsche or have a
speedboat or play golf or
any of those things but
what I’ve got, I’m very
happy with.”

Continued from Page B1

Winery

AP

The Veritas vineyard in Afton, owned by former neurologist
Andrew Hodson.

deductions, whichever is
greater.

The 2014 penalty is 1.0
percent of income or $95
per adult and $47.50 per
child, up toamaximumof
$285 per family.

What you need to
enroll

Whetheryouenroll on-
line or with assistance,
you’ll need to provide a
mailing address, social
security or alien number,
and income for each
household member you
want to cover. The in-
come questions are de-
tailed but follow tax law,
Easterling says.

For example, if you re-
ceive child support, you
don’t have to include it as
income,but ifyoureceive
alimony, you do. You’ll
need information for ev-
eryone in your household
who youwant to cover.

Shopping tips

Experts say don’t just
go for the cheapest pre-
mium.Bronze-levelplans
may offer premiums as
low as $0 a month, but

you’re stuck with 60 per-
cent of thecost andahigh
deductible if you get sick
even once.

If you take medica-
tions, make sure they’re
covered in the plan’s for-
mulary. This year insur-
ance carriers have made
it easier to check by put-
ting their formularies on
healthcare.gov, Easter-
ling says.

If a particular doctor,
specialist or hospital is
importanttoyou,don’tre-
lysolelyonthecompany’s
provider directory to see
if the plan includes them.
Call the doctor’s office
and ask if they accept the
plan. Insurance compa-
nies have narrowed the
provider choices of mar-
ketplace plans, so if your
doctor isn’t included and
you want to keep seeing
him or her, be sure to fac-
tor in the cost of using an
out-of-network provider.

The Associated Press
contributed to this story.

For enrollment
assistance

In addition to the re-
sources below, many lo-
cal insurance agents are
certified to sell market-
place health plans at no
extra cost to you.

Enroll Virginia
www.enroll-vir-

ginia.com
Toll free 1-888-392-

5132
Certified Application

Counselors offer help by
phone or appointment in
your area.

Cover Virginia
Learn about Medicaid

and FAMIS programs as
well as healthcare mar-
ketplace coverage.

www.coverva.org
1-855-242-8282
www.healthcare.gov
Fedneralonlineenroll-

ment website with 7x24
toll-free support

www.healthcare.gov
Toll free 1-800-318-

2596 for individual plans
1-800-706-7893 for

small business plans
Valley Community

Services Board
(540) 887-3200 (main)
85 Sanger's Lane

Staunton, VA 24401
Mon.-Fri. 8 am – 8 pm
Liberty Point Behav-

ioral Healthcare
Toll free(800)496-7941

(MAIN)
1110MontgomeryAve-

nue Staunton, VA 24401
Mon.-Fri. 9 am – 5 pm
Med-Assist/Firstsoure
(540) 332-5519 (main)
Located at Augusta

Medical Center
70Medical Center Dr.,

Fishersville
Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 4:30

pm

Continued from Page B1

Tips

RICHMOND — After
her husband, Joe Farrell,
died in early 2013, Sue
Farrell gave away some
of his personal items to
family members, friends
and even golf caddies.

But she found herself
wondering what to do
with the suits, sport
coats, ties, dress and ca-
sual shirts, along with
some gently used shoes,
that remained in the for-
mer corporate execu-
tive’s closet.

Farrell racked her
brain trying to find a
good home for the one-
timeNavyofficer’s cloth-
ing items.

“I lay in bed one night
and sat up and said, ‘OK,
I’m going to call the Ju-
nior League of Rich-
mond,” she recalled, “and
ask them if they would
house a program ... pro-
viding career clothing
for transitioning veter-
answho require a variety
of career apparel.”

The result is Boots to
Suits, a community effort
to assist military veter-
answho aremoving from
their military lives to
new careers and now
needtheclothing toreach
their goals, Farrell said.

“I couldn’t find a bet-
ter use for some great
clothing,” said Farrell, a
real estate agent. “I got in
touch with his buddies
and emailed fellow Real-
tors, and kind of took off
from that.”

The Junior League, a
women’s community ser-
vice organization, is
housing the new initia-
tive at its two Clothes
Rack stores.

Veterans will be given
vouchers through the
Virginia Wounded War-
rior Program and the Pe-
tersburg Freedom Sup-
port Center, which are
embedded in the commu-
nity working with transi-
tioning service mem-
bers.

Thevetswill be able to
take the vouchers, good

for 60days, to theClothes
Rack locations at Strat-
ford Hills and Carytown,
and pick out career out-
fits at no cost to them-
selves.

MackCarter, anunem-
ployed Army veteran
fromPetersburg, found a
“real nice, real nice”gray
wool suit and a black
leather jacket as Boots to
Suits tested out its ser-
vice recently.

“Theywereagodsend,
for real,” he said.

McGuire Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Center’s
Spinal Cord Injury Unit
takes disabled veterans
injured within the past
three months to Army
veteran James Howard’s
house at least once a
month.

For veterans, such as
himself, who are looking
for work, appearance is
important. “You don’t get
but a first impression at
an interview,” Carter
said. “It goes a long way
when you’re applying for
a job.”

Program helps vets obtain
civilian career clothes
Richmond Times-Dispatch




